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Indian envoy praises Sikh Community at Film Festival
PTI

Turbanology, a film highlighting west’s reaction to the Sikh turban and the plight of the community of the 9/11 terror attacks,
drew a lot of attention at the two-day Sikh International Film Festival here.
In its seventh year, the Sikh Film Festival received 50 entries and screened 14 films on the history, arts, politics and
contemporary life of the community in two days.
The Best Documentary award went to "A Warrior’s Religion", portraying South Asian youth gangs and the related violence
among youths. Its director, Mani Amar, grew up in Vancouver and hopes for world peace.
"But that’s what I really want. I really want to fight for peace," Amar said.
The Indian envoy to the UN, Hardeep Singh Puri praised the Sikh community for its efforts at home and abroad while give away
awards at the Sikh International Film Festival here.
"The Sikh community both here and in India is recognized for its hard work and commitment", said Puri.
The Consul General of India Prabhu Dayal added that the Sikh community was also recognised for its excellence.
'Unravelling' won the Best short film award and was about a man who fought in WWII and his relation with his grandson. The
film reflected upon the complexities of war, personal loss and India’s colonial legacy.
Its director Kuldip Powar has made several films on Asian life in Britain. While accepting his award he said that Sikhs had to
fight two battles before filmmaking.
"The first is to convince your family that having anything to do with art is good," he said. The second battle, the young artist
said, was to get funds for non-mainstream films.
A favorite in the pack was "Nineteen Eighty Four and the Via Dolorosa" by UK-based Singh twins that depicted the political
corruption and the human rights abuse after the Indian military took over the Golden Temple in 1984. The sufferings of the
community were portrayed approbos the Christian tradition of Via Dolorosa, or the pain suffered by Jesus Christ.
"Bhangra Generation" and "Flying Sikhs" were some of the films that drew popular response. Where as the former was on the
impact of Bhangra on second-generation South Asians in the West, the latter was on the history of Sikhs pilots in the Indian
and British Air Force.
The two day event ended yesterday with a popular band, RDB (Rhythm Dhol Bass) entertaining the audience by playing
popular hits from Bollywood movies.

About us | Contact us | Advertise with us | Subscription | Reprint rights
© 2005-2009 Diligent Media Corporation Ltd. All rights reserved.

http://www.dnaindia.com/dnaprint.asp?newsid=1291724

9/20/2009

